
Pam Miller,  reading one of her comic stories.
Actually, this photograph was taken at last 
year's function, but the effect was the same.
(I'm certain the outfit wasn't the same, though)

             Joan Edwards

Walking Mishap. 
Unfortunately, on the walk on 7th. Dec., Joan Edwards slipped on the muddy 
surface and fell awkwardly. We managed to rescue her and get her back home. 
We did not know the extent of her injuries at the time, but the hospital found that 
she had two broken bones in her leg. Joan has written the following;
Dear All,
As I can't get to see you to thank you for my rescue, I thought I would just let you
know how I am getting on.
I was very impressed by my chair lift by Malcolm and John, very professional, 
they hardly groaned at all. How I wish I had been on a diet! And I BET THEY DID
TOO! I hope Janet's arm is not black and blue. The estate driver was lovely and 
even when his van slid down the slope, I thought if I go, I go in good company.
I know John bought me home and I went to hospital with my husband.
I have a very frustrating 6 weeks ahead of me!
On reflection, I like to think because you were so good at coping with me, there 
was no need to call out th Air Ambulance. How much have we saved – about 
£1000?? 
The hospital finally decided on Wednesday this week that the bones are not 
mending in a straight line and I am going on Thursday to have it plated and stay 
certainly overnight.
I shal certainly be out of action during January and part of February.
Wishing you all a Happy Christmas “break” and a prosperous and peaceful New 
Year.

Joan Edwards

PS Since typing the above, operated on and home Friday pm; confined to 
keeping  leg in horizontal plane for two weeks, then more plaster for two to three 
weeks or until mended. Yuk!!

Its good to see that Joan hasn't lost her sense of humour. In fact, shortly 
after the accident, she remarked that she had not had so much attention 
from men since she was a teenager! We all wish her a speedy recovery.

John Bushnelll

                                                 

Our Group AGM was held on Friday, 2nd. December, with 13 members attending.
The Chairman, Colin Haywood, opened the meeting and welcomed the 
members. Apologies were noted and he then read his report  which had been 
sent to the Warwickshire Area Chairman, which is as follows.

Chairman's Report
After 25 years as a group, things changed at our AGM held on 25th. November, 
2010. Michael Bird (Area Chairman) addressed the meeting at the end of 
business, referring to the cuts in the WCC budget and the effect on our area of 
the HS2. He also recalled being at the inaugural meeting of the Southam group. 
Ian Wilkinson (Area Secretary) and Lesley, his wife, were also in attendance.
Bob Dodd, who has been a member for a large number of those years, stated in 
a letter that due to the apathy of members not supporting the Sunday walks, he, 
his wife and Ted Buckle would not be continuing their membership of the group. 
Bob stated that, with permission, he would continue to organise the Thursday 
Strollers and the Harry Green Way walk. It was the general consensus of the 
members present that the Sunday walks be deleted from the programme. It was 
also regrettably accepted that John and Isobel Whittaker would no longer be 
able to produce and publish the walks programme, so it was agreed that the 
remaining walks' programmes would be included in the newsletter. However, 
subsequently to the AGM, Bob Dodd stated that he would not be in a position to 
lead the Thursday Strollers. Fortunately, Bill Pease stepped in at short notice to 
organise volunteers to lead the walks, for which we are very grateful. Di Weaver 
is now active with the group once again, with interesting reports of walks 
appearing in the local “Advertiser” and the newsletter and organising our 
Christmas dinner. Also John Bushnell is continuing to keep members advised  
with his excellent newsletters; not forgetting Ann Hayes, John Maughan and 
Janet Green, who all give of their time on the committee for the benefit of the 
group. I have been critical of the membership figures published by Head Office. 
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However, the gremlins have now been sorted out and a more realistic report is 
issued, showing 111 members, (September 2011 – it was 174 at the AGM in 
2000, the first time it had not increased since its inception in 1985.) of which, we 
are averaging 20 plus on our Wednesday walks, which are well organised by 
Richard Lilystone. Richard, incidentally, is always looking for new walk leaders.
Regrettably, we lost Mike Ridley during the year; a true character, who was very 
enlightening on many subject matters during our walks. He will be sadly missed 
by Group and Area.
At the conclusion of my report last year, I asked members to advise me  why 
they do not or cannot attend our walks or what we could do to enable them to 
walk or generally provide benefit for the Group. Well, only one person replied 
and their reason was, unfortunately, ill health. Is this the apathy that Bob Dodd 
referred to in his letter? I'm not sure where the future of the Group lies.

Colin Haywood
Group Chairman

The Treasurer's report was given by Ann Hayes and the Footpath Secretary's by 
John Maughan. The Chairman thanked Di Weaver for organising the Christmas 
dinner, John Bushnell for the newsletter, Richard Lillystone for  organising the 
walks programme and Isobel Whittaker for typing the minutes.
There were no nominations for Social Secretary or Area Representative. Di 
Weaver is prepared to continue as Publicity Officer, although not as a member of
the Committee. The existing committee members were re-elected and the other 
officers have agreed to continue serving.

 Officers and Committee Members for 2012.

* Not a Committee member.

It was requested that if anyone wished to organise a week-end away, they obtain
formal approval from the Committee.

We have received the following e-mail from Michael Bird:
To all Group Chairman, Secretaries and Treasurers (and please forward to as 
many of your Group members as possible):
We now have a candidate to replace me as Area Chairman next year and Ian 
wishes to stay on as Area Secretary.Regrettably, negotiations with our candidate 
of choice for Treasurer have broken down due to conflicting group 

responsibilities. So we now urgently need to find an Area Treasurer to take over 
from Inese next year.
Constitutionally, an Area cannot function without these three principle executive 
officers, so if we cannot find a Treasurer there will be no Area EC next year and, 
consequently no funding for your group, short of appealing directly to Central 
Office. More importantly from my point of view there will be no Area EC to 
coordinate Area volunteers or continue to ensure that our four local authorities 
do not neglect footpath duties in these times of financial stringency. Also, sadly, 
there would be no Area EC to coordinate mitigation when HS2 begins to create 
havoc with the footpath network in Warwickshire.
I’m sorry, but we’ve exhausted our sources so it’s down to you our groups now. If
you want all the good work we have achieve together to carry on, you have to 
help find a new Area Treasurer for us… please!

Michael Bird
Chairman, Warwickshire Area

The Area AGM is normally hosted by member groups in turn. Our group hosted it
in 2002. It means that Southam could be asked to host it within the next  three or
four years – something we must bear in mind.

The Group provides First Aid Kits. Richard Lillystone holds one and normally 
ensures that it is available on our walks. Members are requested to give any 
others to Bill Pease, so that everyone knows who to contact should Richard's not
be available.

On the subject of general apathy, Di Weaver commented that it was a small 
group of people who did the work that ensured that our Group continued to 
function. 
Fortunately, we have a good number of enthusiastic Wednesday walkers, which 
makes it worthwhile. The average for each walk is about 24, with more than 30 
on a least two occasions.
36 members and friends enjoyed the walk and the excellent food afterwards at 
the Soups and Puds event on 23rd. November. The money raised is going to the 
charity, Audio Books for Blind Children. Sincere thanks were given to Isobel 
Whittaker, who organised the walk, and Jackie, who prepared and served the 
food.
The Chairman closed the meeting wishing everyone a very Merry Christmas and
Prosperous New Year.

The above is not a verbatim report of the AGM, but my rather loose 
interpretation.

John Bushnell

Winter/Christmas/Annual Dinner.
We had a change of venue for our dinner this year; it was held at the 
Countryman at Staverton and was attended by some 30 or so members. It 
worked very well. We had excellent food, a free raffle and a National Lottery 
scratch card, giving a chance of winning a sizeable amount of money. (I won £1)
Pam Miller gave us a good laugh with her humorous anecdotes. Everyone 
agreed we'd had a jolly good night out. Our grateful thanks to Di and Pam. 
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